
painting, or whatever other 
fun and games are going on. 









I? M Sail 


For seven weeks now the NG7 
Food Bank has been provid¬ 
ing food parcels for mem¬ 
bers of our community who 
for whatever reason have 
been unable to get enough 
food for their households. 

Currently the NG7 Food 
Bank is working on a referral 
basis from a variety of agen¬ 
cies, which send those in need 
to the bank with a collection 
slip that entitles them to one 
bag of food. Agencies include 
the Nottingham Law Centre 
and Citizens Advice Bureau. 

Organised primarily by mem¬ 
bers of the NG7 community, 
with the support of groups 
such as City of Sanctuary, In¬ 
terfaith Council and Autono¬ 
mous Nottingham, the food 
bank will be continuing for 
at least another six weeks. If 
you want to keep this project 
going then you could donate 
any spare food you've got, 
drop it off at the Sumac Cen¬ 
tre on Wednesday and Thurs¬ 
day evenings between 7 and 8, 
or take it down to Sure Start 
at the Mary Potter Centre. 

The need for the NG7 Food 
Bank highlights, if it isn't al¬ 
ready obvious, the damage 
that the government and cap- 
italism causes for ordinary 


people. In a country where 
shops are crammed with food 
and goods from around the 
world, there are still many 
who are going hungry. The 
government would like us to 
believe that this is due to our 
individual problems, but it's 
quite clear that it's the gov¬ 
ernments policy of cutting 
back benefits and support¬ 
ing giant companies, which 
simultaneously evade their 
taxes and raise the prices of 
food. Whilst we still have a 


capitalist system, one which 
puts profit over human need, 
there will always be some who 
go hungry. This is a system 
of course which benefits the 
government, especially when 
that government is made 
up of men and women from 
the richest families in the 
country. Our so called lead¬ 
ers are men and women who 
wouldn't have a clue what it's 
like to struggle to get food 
on the table. It's the selfish¬ 
ness of the rich that projects 
like the Food bank try to 
counteract, as long as those 
with money and power are 
out for all they can get then 
we should be looking out for 
everyone in our community 
who might be struggling. 


suggested that the real figure 
could in fact be over 6 million. 

It is predicted that there will 
be 500,000 public sector 
job losses over the next five 
years. In a clear sign that the 
government intends to use 
workfare to replace the gaps 
left in public service deliv¬ 
ery. The same thing is hap¬ 
pening in the private sector. 
ASDA are sending paid staff 
home early over Christmas 
and using workfare to fill the 
gaps. A staff member from 
Holland and Barrett says that 
workfare has replaced over¬ 
time that used to be available. 
Argos explain: “Christmas is 
our busiest time of year and 
we are pleased to provide the 
opportunity for work experi¬ 
ence during this time.” All 
this corrupt corporate rea¬ 
soning cannot hide the simple 
fact that workfare is costing 
people their jobs and wages. 

There's going to be a Work- 
fare Walk of Shame on Sep- 
tember 29th, meeting at one 
by the Lions in town, before 
heading around town as we 
visit the companies which 
are happily benefiting from 
the Workfare programme. 



ain't Fair 



The number of unemployed 
currently stands at 2.67 million 
(a rate of 8.9%). The TUC has 


Other News 


No to G4S is a campaign 
group set up to fight G4S, 
meeting at the Sumac Centre 
on September 12 at 19:00. 
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ell for Monday 10th was can- 

celled. But Lowell should Collective direct ac- 
be warned that James will tion (and the threat of 
let us know straight away if it) have got the goods! 
they go back on their word. 



On the eve of NSNs phone 
blockade of the Lowell 
Group, we had some great 
news. James Coll, who Low¬ 
ell were threatening with liti¬ 
gation, received letters from 
the debt collection company 
saying that they were dosing 
his case and pleading with 
him to let the Nottingham 
Solidarity Network know. 
The threat of direct action 
from James enraged com¬ 
munity was enough to make 
even a company as estab¬ 
lished as Lowell back down. 

This is great news for James 
and we wish him the best of 
luck with his recovery, but it is 
also great news for the solidar¬ 
ity network. Our campaign 
worked and we hope that this 
inspires other members of 
our community to have con¬ 
fidence in collective action. 

As a result of this good news 
the phone blockade of Low- 



James contacted us about 
the harassment he was get¬ 
ting from Lowell in June. 
Following this we asked our 
members to email Lowell to 
ask them to cancel the debt 
because we did not feel that 
Janies was liable for it. Low¬ 
ell responded saying that 
they were reviewing the case. 

However, at the end of last 
month James received further 
correspondence from Lowell 
saying that they had passed 
the debt to Hamptons Legal, 
their legal arm, and that he 
would be faced with litigation 
to recover the money. We re¬ 
sponded by calling for a phone 
blockade of the Lowell Group. 

This became unnecessary 
when Lowell realised that 
we will not be intimidated 
and they decided to back 
down. Like ail debt collection 
agency’s Lowell are bullies, 
and when confronted with 
a community and not just 
an individual they caved in. 


Unpaid wages? Denied 

deposit? Unsafe work¬ 
place? Refused repairs? 

Don’t let bosses and land¬ 

lords use and abuse you! 

We are a network of work¬ 
ing people and tenants who 
work to defend ourselves 
through direct action and 
mutual support. Notting¬ 

ham Solidarity Network will 
help you get back stolen wag¬ 
es and deposits, get repairs 
made, and stop evictions. 

We are a collection of Not¬ 
tingham residents who have 
lived in the city for a number 
of years. We are all volunteers 

and anybody who wishes to 

* ' 

show solidarity is able to join 
us. Each of us at some time 
has suffered from unjust treat¬ 
ment by employers, landlords, 
or other wealthy people who 
hold power over our lives. 

* • . i ,* 

We’ve learned from experi¬ 
ence that the only way we’ll 
be treated fairly, equally, 
















